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Illegal drug trafficking has set deep roots worldwide and has become one of the top priority problems for big and little countries. It affects not only socio-economic structure of the countries, but also it influences political and international relations and, gradually growing into a universal problem, creates an urgent necessity for miscellaneous cooperation. 

According to the evaluation of global cooperation, the main jeopardy to the security of every country remains international terrorism, the primary funding sources of which are the finances earned from sales of drugs in international markets. 

With financial means acquired through illegal trafficking of drugs criminal groups are created whose activity influences not only internal and external politics, but also makes illegal drug trafficking a top priority problem for the world, leaves a negative impact on the gene pool of all peoples.

Despite activities and measures undertaken by the global community, the effectiveness of fight against illegal drug trafficking is not yet high.

The counteraction to illegal drug trafficking, which is connected with the political, economic and cultural integration of various countries is impossible to carry out by the efforts and activities of one country alone. Preventive joint programs, aimed at reducing the demand of drugs, need to be plotted and implemented which will lead to the reduction of their supply.

According to the world drug report 230-300 million people have used drugs at least once / 3.4-6.6 % of this number belongs to the age group 15-64/. 


Yearly almost 500 milliard dollars' worth drug trade is realized, which constitutes nearly 10.0 percent of international goods turnover.

.During 2013 law enforcement agencies of the Republic of Armenia have revealed 1222 crimes and 389 offences related to illegal trafficking of drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursors (for the previous 2012 year respectively 1139 and 362). 
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Figure 1. Quantitative picture of drug-related crimes and offences comparing 2012 and 2013 years

	Articles of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia 
	2012
	2013
	+,    -
	%

	266, 268
	1112
	1052
	-60
	5.4

	Including
	266, parts1 and 2
	448
	484
	+36
	8,0

	
	266, part 3 
	45
	24
	-21
	46,6

	
	266, part 4 
	22
	19
	-3
	13,6

	
	           268 
	597
	525
	-72
	12,1

	267 
	0
	0
	
	stable

	269 
	4
	0
	-4
	

	270 
	0
	0
	
	stable

	272 
	0
	0
	
	stable

	273 
	19
	168
	+149
	multiplied by 7,8 

	274 
	4
	2
	-2
	50,0

	Total
	1139
	1222
	+83
	7,3


Table 1. Revealed drug-related crimes per corresponding articles of the Criminal Code of RA
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Figure 2. Revealed drug crimes connected with illegal sale of drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursors as per articles
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Figure 3. Revealed drug-related crimes from 1998 to 2013
The total amount of drugs seized from illegal drug trafficking by police respective services during the reporting period of time was 93 kg 594 gr various drugs against 23 kg 440 gr for the previous 2012 year /according to the data provided from  non-trade organisations Criminalistic-expertise Department of the Police of RA and National Expertise Centre /. 

	Drug type
	2012 /amount in grams/
	2013 /amount in grams/
	+,  -

	Marijuana
	15331.6
	11388,4
	-3943,2

	Cannabis plant
	
	64839,3
	+64839,3

	Hashish
	1335.6
	1485,1
	+149,5

	Hashish oil
	33.6
	0,3
	-33,3

	Cocaine
	0.32
	15,2
	+14,88

	Opium
	6644.1
	14707,1
	+8063,6

	Acetylised opium 
	12.5
	4,48
	-8,02

	Heroin
	5.1
	3,9
	-1,2

	Buprenorphine
	13.6
	10,16
	-3,44

	Morphine
	0.018
	-
	-0,018

	Methadone
	49.9
	58,03
	+8,13

	Codeine
	12.2
	9,4
	-2,8

	Omnophone
	0.3
	-
	-0,3

	Amphetamine
	-
	0,57
	+0,57

	Methamphetamine
	1.3
	65,18
	+63,88

	Tetrahydrocannabinol
	-
	0,8
	+0,8

	MDA
	0,28
	046
	+0,18

	Total
	23440.1
	93594
	+70154


Table 2. Quantity of drugs seized from illegal trafficking during 2012 and 2013

Besides mentioned different drugs 40.7 gr of different psychotropic substances were seized as well as 337.5 ml of precursors, in the previous year 39.6  gr of psychotropic substances and 540.0 ml of precursors were seized.
“Heroin”, “opium” and “amphetamine” from the so-called “heavy” drugs /98%/ are generally illegally imported from the Islamic Republic of Iran by overland and sea routes, “heroin” is also imported in small amounts from Turkey through overland routes, and synthetic drugs, especially “subutex”, the seizure of which has grown throughout the years, is imported from France  by air route.   

In December 2011 a crime was detected as a result of which 11 kg “hashish” was seized which too had been illegally imported from the Islamic Republic of Iran. Drugs from the Islamic Republic of Iran are usually imported by citizens of the country with the purpose of their sale.

In March 2013 a crime was detected as a result of which “cocaine” and “methadone” type drugs were detected and seized from illegal trafficking which had been smuggled into Armenia from the city of Saint Petersburg of the Russian Federation.

In December 2013 a crime was revealed which resulted in the seizure of 4 kg 260 gr “opium” which had been meant to be sent to Canada through international mail. In the same month “Spice” and “Ecstasy” type drugs were detected and seized which had been imported from Turkey.

With HO-35 law of the Republic of Armenia from 21.05.2013 additions were made to the N1 appendix of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia, also the Criminal Code has been enriched with appendix 5 in which the following notion was defined 'Large and especially large quantities of plants containing narcotics, psychotropic, psychoactive or toxic substances, prohibited to cultivate'.
With HO-36 law from 21.05.2013 additions were made in appendix 1 of the law of RA on administrative offences, and with appendix 2 'Minor and considerable quantities of plants containing narcotics, psychotropic substances prohibited to cultivate'.

With reference to the detection of designer drugs /cigarette mixtures named 'Spice'/ in the Republic of Armenia with the initiative of the Police of the Republic of Armenia, a list of similar synthetic cannabinoids has been prepared with their chemical ingredients and doses, the circulation of which is to be prohibited. For this reason the decision of the Government of RA 'On making changes and additions in the decision No 1129-N of the Government of RA from 21.08.2003', draft laws 'On making changes and additions in the Criminal Code of RA ‘ and 'On making changes and additions in the law of RA on administrative offences' have been prepared. The prepared package of changes and additions has been presented to the Government of RA where it has received approval and been presented to the National Assembly of RA. 
For the reporting year 686 people were subjected to criminal responsibility for the commitment of crimes connected with illegal trafficking of drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors (for 2012 their number was 686), out of which 104 females (in 2012 - 26), 7 minors (in 2012 – 5 minors) and 22 foreigners (in 2012 - 18). According to the article 266 (illegal drug sale) of the Criminal Code of Armenia, 121 persons have been subjected to criminal responsibility (against 180 for 2012).  

                                                                                      2012                                          2013


[image: image5.emf]Total

686 x 686 x

Women

26 3.8 104 15.1

Minors

5 0.7 7 1

18-24 age group

56 8.2 67 9.7

25-29 age group

63 9.2 61 9

30-49 age group

439 64 344 50.1

50 and more

123 17.9 207 30.2

Foreigners

18 2.6 22 3.2


Table 3. Age group of convicted people for the drug-related crimes during 2012 and 2013
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Figure 4. Social group of convicted people for the drug-related crimes during 2012 and 2013

During 2013, 371 people have been called to criminal responsibility for the illegal use of drugs without doctor’s prescription (Article 44.2 of the Administrative Code of the Republic of Armenia) and respectively 350 people during 2012. According to Article 110 of the Administrative Code of the Republic of Armenia 18 people have been called to administrative responsibility (12 people during 2012).  

According to the data provided by the Narcological clinic of the Ministry of Health as well as data of the National Expertise Center, during the reporting period of time 1523 people were registered for the illegal use of drugs. Out of them 26 were females, 6 minors, 29 foreigners - citizens of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Among the registered drug users those having taken cannabis group drugs were 1119 people or 73.5%, those having taken opium group drugs made 316 people or 20.7% and 88 or 5.8% of them used different synthetic drugs. In 2012 number of registered people was 1009, out of which 11 were females, 4 minors and 11 foreigners. 

                             2012                                                                                                        2013

	
[image: image7.emf]Opium group

30.9%

 Cannabis

group

65.5%

 Synthetic

group

3.6%


	
	
[image: image8.emf]Opium group

20.7%

 Synthetic

group

5.8%

 Cannabis

group

73.5%




Figure 5: Registered people according to the drug types they used
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Figure 6: Age group of people having used drugs without doctor’s permission

According to the general organizational plan of the Police of the Republic of Armenia in the period from 05 August  to 9 August 2013 “Hemp-Poppy 2013” complex operative-preventive measure was organized by the Police of the Republic of Armenia. Employees of the Police, Ministry of Defense, local authority bodies and representatives of mass media took part in this operative-preventive measure. The purpose of this measure is to detect and destroy wildly or purposefully grown green masses of hemp and poppy.  
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Figure 7. Quantitative picture of green masses of hemp and poppy detected and destroyed as a result of of preventive-operative measures 'Hemp-poppy' /kilograms/  


In pursuance of the decision of the Security Council of member-states of the Collective Security Treaty Organization from September 2008 and article 5 of 2012-2013 main organizational plan of the council of directors of competent authorities of member states of CSTO in the fight against illegal drug trafficking, “Channel Caucasus” joint operative-preventive measure was held from 12 pm 01.10.2013 until 12 pm 05.10.2013. The purpose of this operation was to prevent the penetration of drugs from Afghanistan and Islamic Republic of Iran into CSTO countries, including into member-states of the Customs Union through smuggling, namely sea routes of Caspian and Black seas, state borders of Caucasian countries, the detection and destruction of drug preparing laboratories, as well as the prevention of legalization of money acquired by illegal drug trafficking and detection of weapons, ammunition and explosives from illegal trafficking.

As a result of the operation, 21 crimes related to the illegal trafficking of drugs were revealed, 25 people subjected to criminal responsibility. During the operation 1717 gr of marijuana, 4.8 gr of buprenorphine, 10 ml of dezomorphine, 1.3 ml of codeine  and 2 psychotropic pills were seized from the illegal trafficking.  Besides above-mentioned seizures seizures, 4 tons 292 kg of wildly grown and 58 kg of purposefully grown green plants of hemp were seized and destroyed. 67 different crimes were also revealed during the operation, 8 firearms, 32 hunting guns, 1 automatic gun, 8987 different caliber bullets, 48 grenades, 2 rockets, 3 projectiles, 1200 gr explosive substance were also discovered. 15 wanted persons were also detected.

	Article from the Criminal Code
	Contents
	Penalty sanctions

	Article 266. Illegal circulation of narcotic substances or psychotropic substances for the purpose of their sale


	1. Illegal preparation, processing, purchase, storage, transportation and transfer for the purpose of sale or illegal sale of narcotics or psychotropic substances. 

2. The same actions committed 1) by a group of individuals; 2) when involving large quantities; 3) at the places of serving one’s sentence in the form of deprivation of freedom or arrest, either at the places of custody; 4) in educational/corrective institutions.

3. Actions provided for by parts 1 and 2 of the given article and committed: 1) by an organized group; 2) at especially large scale 
	Punishable by deprivation of freedom from three to seven years. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from five to ten years with the confiscation of property or without confiscation. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from seven to fifteen years with or without the confiscation of property.

	Article 267. Violation of the rules of production, purchasing, storage, registration, shipment or transfer of narcotic or psychotropic substances 


	1. Violation of the rules of production, purchasing, storage, registration, shipment or transfer of narcotic or psychotropic substances by the person responsible for the compliance with these rules, where this results in the stealage or illegal circulation of the substances in question, 

2. Actions, provided for by part 1 of the present article, committed at a large scale 

3. Actions, provided for by part 1 of the present article, committed at an especially large scale 
	Punishable by the payment of fine equal to the minimum salary multiplied by 200 – 500, or deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding 3 years with the deprivation of right to hold certain positions or conduct certain activities for the term not exceeding three years.  

Punishable by the payment of fine equal to the minimum salary multiplied by 500 – 800, or deprivation of freedom from two to four years  with the deprivation of right to hold certain positions or conduct certain activities for the term not exceeding three years. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from three to five years with the deprivation of right to hold certain positions or conduct certain activities for the term not exceeding three years.  

	Article 268. Illegal circulation of narcotic substances or psychotropic substances without the purpose of their sale 


	1. Illegal preparation, processing, purchase, storage, shipment or transfer of narcotic substances or psychotropic substances without the purpose of their sale. 

2. The same actions committed at a large scale. 

3. The same actions committed at an especially large scale. 
	Punishable by detention for the term not exceeding two months or deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding one year.  

Punishable by deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding three years.

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from two to six years. 

	Article 269. Steal or extortion of narcotic or psychotropic substances  

	1. Steal or extortion of narcotic or psychotropic 1.substances

2. The same action committed : 1) by a group of individuals by a prior agreement; 2) by abuse of an official power; 3) by violence, not dangerous for life or health, or the threat to use violence; 4) at a large scale. 

3. Actions provided for by parts one and two of the present article, and committed: 1) by an organized group; 2) at an especially large scale; 3) by violence, not dangerous for life or health, or the threat to use violence.
	Punishable by deprivation of freedom  from three to seven years. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from six to ten years, with or without the confiscation of property.

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from eight to fifteen years, with or without the confiscation of property.

	Article 269.1 Or psychotropic drugs (psychotropic) substances in use attract or involving


	1.Illegal  preparation, use or the forgery of prescriptions or other documents, authorizing the receipt of narcotic and psychotropic substances

2.The same action committed: by a group of individuals with prior agreement
	Punishable by the payment of fine equal to the minimum salary multiplied by 300-600, or keeping in custody for the term not exceeding three months, or deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding 2 years.

Punishable by deprivation of freedom for 2-5 years

	Article 270. Illegal provision of narcotic or psychotropic  substances or the forgery of prescriptions or other documents, authorizing the receipt of the named substances 
	Illegal provision of narcotic or psychotropic substances or the forgery of prescriptions or other documents, authorizing the receipt of the named substances. 
	Punishable by deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding two years, with the deprivation of right to hold certain positions or conduct certain activities for the term not exceeding three years or otherwise. 

	Article 272. Persuading or involving  to use narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances 


	1. Persuading or involving  to use narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances

2. Persuasion or involvement to use narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances: 1) in case of minors; 2)  in case of two or more people; 3) through deception; 4) by violence or the threat of its use. 

3. The same actions entailing, due to carelessness, the death of the victim or causing harm to his health. 
	Punishable by corrective labor for the term not exceeding two years, or keeping in custody for the term not exceeding three months, or the deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding three years. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from three to eight years. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from six to twelve years.

	Article 273. Illegal sowing or growing of plants prohibited for cultivation , containing narcotic, psychotropic, strong and poisonous substances 
	1. Illegal sowing or growing of plants prohibited for cultivation, containing narcotic, psychotropic, strong and poisonous substances, committed at a large scale. 

2. The same actions committed: 1) by a group of individuals by a prior agreement; 2) by an organized group; 3) at an exceptionally large scale.
	Punishable by payment of fine equaling to the amount of minimum salary multiplied by 300 – 500, or keeping in custody from one to three months, or deprivation  of freedom for the term not exceeding two years. 

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from three to eight years.  

	Article 274. Arrangement and maintenance of dens  for the consumption of narcotic and psychotropic substances 
	1. Arrangement and maintenance of dens for the consumption of narcotic and psychotropic substances. 

2. The same actions committed: 1) by an organized group; 2) by the abuse of an official position, 3) educational/corrective institutions. 
	Punishable by deprivation of freedom for the term not exceeding four years.  

Punishable by deprivation of freedom from three to seven years.  

	Article 44.1
	Illegal turnover of little quantity of narcotic drugs or psychotropic materials  without the purpose of sale
	Administrative Code of RoA

	Article 44.2
	Use of narcotic drugs or psychotropic materials without prescription  
	Administrative Code of RoA

	Article 110 prim 2
	Illegal cultivation  of hemp and poppy


	Administrative Code of RoA


Table 6. Drug and human trafficking related articles from the Criminal Code of the RA
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